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Student Discipline Policy

The Governing Board of Westside Atlanta Charter School (“Board”) adopts the
following policy which shall be effective on that date that the policy is adopted by
the Board.   

The Student Discipline Policy shall be distributed electronically or, for
students/parents/guardians that request or require it. Directions for accessing the
Student Discipline Policy will be available in the Family Handbook provided to each
student each school year and/or upon enrollment of each new student. 

The Student Discipline Policy is aligned to  the Atlanta Public Schools Student Code
of Conduct. The Atlanta Public Schools Student Code of Conduct can be found here.

Student discipline will be confidential and conducted in accordance with the Family
Educational Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA) and Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA).

The Atlanta Public Schools Board of Education andWestside Atlanta Charter School
recognizes restorative practices as a shift from punitive and punishment-oriented
student consequences to those that provide opportunities for all people affected by
a student’s action to engage in dialogue and measures seeking to restore the
classroom, school community, and interpersonal relationships. By implementing
restorative practices, we  work to ensure that students are not suspended for
subjective offenses and can spendmore time in their classrooms, thereby leading to
increased student achievement. Restorative practices provide proactive systems,
emphasize reintegration, and promote positive classroom environments. This
system is a direct reflection of our core values and fostering each student's
academic, social-emotional, physical, and character growth.

SECTION 1.  Purpose 

https://www.atlantapublicschools.us/cms/lib/GA01000924/Centricity/Domain/35/APS%20Handbook%20%206.11.24%20Final.pdf


SECTION 1.1.  Westside’s discipline policy sets out the rules of student behavior applicable to
all students and the procedures for imposing discipline on students who violate these rules.  In
general, discipline is designed to correct a student’s misconduct and to encourage the student
to be a responsible citizen of the school community. Disciplinary actions will be in proportion
to the severity of the unacceptable behavior, its impact on the school environment, the
student’s age and grade level, the student’s previous discipline history, and other relevant
factors.

The disciplinary process may include due consideration of student support services that may
be available through Westside, the school system, other public entities, or community
organizations. Westside prefers to reassign disruptive students to alternative educational
settings rather than to suspend or expel such students from school. 

Parental notification and parental involvement are essential to any effort to modify a student’s
inappropriate behavior. The intent of this policy will only be effective if parents and guardians,
teachers and school administrators work together to improve student behavior and enhance
academic performance.

SECTION 2. Investigation Process

When a violation of school rules is reported or suspected, the principal or designee will
determine whether an investigation is warranted and, if so, will instruct appropriate personnel
to conduct an investigation. The investigation should include interviews with the accused
student, victim(s), identified witnesses, teacher(s), staff members, and others whomight have
relevant information. Written statements should be obtained from all individuals who are
interviewed.  Any physical and documentary evidence should be collected and preserved.
School staff should be utilized for their expertise as determined by the circumstances of the
matter. At an appropriate time during or after the investigation, the parent(s) or guardian(s) will
be notified. However, if the incident involves an injury or similar situation, appropriate medical
attention should be provided, and the parent(s) or guardian(s) should be notified immediately.

In accordance with APS administrative regulation JCDAF-R(1), the Executive Director and/or
Principal(s) may search a student if there is reasonable suspicion the student is in possession
of an item that is illegal or against school rules. 

SECTION 3. Definitions of DisciplinaryMethods

Disciplinary action will be related, but not limited, to the seriousness of the offense, the
student’s age and grade level, the frequency of misbehavior, the student’s attitude, whether
the student was acting in self-defense, the effect of the misconduct on the school
environment, intent or lack of intent at the time the student engaged in the conduct, and
requirements of law. As such, disciplinary responses may differ on a case by case basis. The
list of minor, moderate, and serious infractions can be found in the chart below 



Except as otherwise provided herein, the following disciplinary provisions apply to offenses
that students commit while on school property, school sanctioned events, or while using
school technology resources at any time.

3.1 In-School Suspension
The removal of a student from regular classes and assignment to an in-school suspension
setting. The student’s teachers send class assignments to in-school suspension. The student
may not attend or participate in extracurricular activities while assigned to in-school
suspension.

A teacher may request that a student who has been assigned to in-school suspension be
allowed to attend his/her class. The granting of this request is limited to cases where it is
extremely important that a class not be missed or where a class cannot be made up at a later
date. The Executive Director/Principal has the final decision.

3.2. Out-of-School Suspension
3.2.1. Short-term suspension means the removal of a student from school (or school bus) for
one to ten school days. The Executive Director/Principal may impose a suspension of one to
three school days. A formal hearing officer (defined below) may impose an out-of-school
suspension of up to ten school days.  Schoolworkmissed during one to three day suspensions
may be made up when the student returns to school. For suspensions of four to ten school
days, parent(s)/guardian(s) may request schoolwork and pick up the schoolwork during school
hours. 

3.2.2. Long-term suspension means the removal of a student from school (or school bus) for
more than ten school days but not beyond the current school semester. Only the Student
Evidentiary Hearing Committee (defined below) or theWestside Atlanta Charter School Board
may impose long-term suspension.  

A student on long-term suspension who has not been referred to an alternative school may
not receive homework, make up work, or take semester exams unless allowed to do so by the
Student Evidentiary Hearing Committee or the Westside Atlanta Charter School Board. A
student on long-term suspension is not allowed on school property andmay not participate in
any school activities or school functions.

In some cases (limited to one per student per academic year), the Executive Director/Principal
may temporarily postpone a student’s suspension if the offense was committed at a critical
time in the academic calendar (i.e., immediately before final exams). This does not apply to
offenses that are violations of state or federal law or that involve weapons, violence or drugs.

3.3. Expulsion
The removal of a student from school (or school bus) for a specified period of time beyond the
current semester. Only the Student Evidentiary Hearing Committee or the Westside Atlanta
Charter School Boardmay impose expulsion.



A student who has been expelled may attend any school within the district but may apply for
readmission after six (6) months. 

3.4.Alternative School
A student who is removed from his/her local school for more than ten (10) school days may be
allowed to attend an alternative school for instruction, academic support, and counseling.
Alternative school enables a student to take academic classes that allow the student to keep
up with the course credit requirements toward graduation. The student may not return to
his/her school or any other school or attend any extracurricular activities while attending an
alternative school pursuant to a long-term suspension or expulsion.

3.5. Probation
Probation” means that a student is placed on a trial period during which the student is
expected to maintain good behavior. A student found guilty of certain offensesmay be placed
on probation by a local school administrator, a local formal hearing officer, the Student
Evidentiary Hearing Committee, the Disciplinary Action Review Committee, or the Board of
Education. Violation of a local school or school system rule while on probation may result in
further disciplinary action, including a possible referral to the Student Evidentiary Hearing
Committee.

3.6. Restrictions on School Activities
Students who are suspended or expelled will not be allowed to participate in any
school-sponsored activities, if these occur during the period of suspension or expulsion. A
parent or guardian may, for good cause, petition the school principal for permission for the
student to participate in school-sponsored activities. If denied permission by the/Principal, the
parent or guardian may appeal to the Executive Director. If denied by the Executive Director,
the parent or guardian may file a grievance with the Westside Atlanta Charter School Board.
The Board’s decision shall be final.

SECTION4. Offenses and Consequences

Offenses are categorized as minor, moderate, and serious infractions, with three levels of
consequences designated for EACH category. Upon identification of a violation, the Executive
Director and/or Principals exercises discretion in selecting the appropriate consequence. Note
that serious infractions do not have level 1 or 2 consequences. For a detailed list of infractions
and their corresponding levels, refer to the Atlanta Public School’s Code of Conduct, available
here.

4.1.

Bullying/Hazing

Bullying/hazing is linked tomany negative outcomes including impacts onmental health,
substance use, and suicide, and in some instances can play a contributing role in school
violence.Westside Atlanta Charter School will make every effort to create safe school
environments by preventing and addressing bullying.

https://www.atlantapublicschools.us/cms/lib/GA01000924/Centricity/Domain/35/APS%20Handbook%20%206.11.24%20Final.pdf


A student violates this policy if the student repeatedly threatens, intimidates, harasses, makes
physical contact with or subjects another student to any other form of physical or emotional
hurt, including hazing associated with membership in extracurricular organizations (sports
teams, band, etc.). Violations of this offense code include:

● Verbal assaults such as unwanted teasing or name-calling;
● Threats, taunts and intimidation through words and/or gestures;
● Direct physical contact such as hitting or shoving;
● Physical violence and/or attacks;
● Destruction of school or personal property;

Any form of electronic bullying or cyberbullying using school equipment, school networks, or
e-mail systems or committed at school; Theft of money and/or personal possessions for the
purpose of bullying, harassing, or intimidating; Harassment or intimidation motivated by any
actual or perceived characteristic including race, color, ethnicity, religion, gender, gender
identity, sexual orientation, ancestry, national origin, physical attributes, socioeconomic status,
physical or mental ability or disability, or by any other distinguishing characteristic;

● Public humiliation;
● Social isolation; 
● Extortion or manipulation, including incitement and/or coercion; 
● Rumors or spreading of falsehoods; 
● Stalking

Cyberstalking or engaging in conduct to communicate, or to cause to be communicated, words,
images, or language by or through the use of electronic mail or electronic communication,
directed at or about a specific person, causing substantial emotional distress to the victim;
Cyberbullying or the willful, hostile and repeated harassment and intimidation of a person
through the use of digital technologies, including, but not limited to, email, blogs, social
networking websites (e.g., Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter, Tik Tok, Facebook, etc.), chat rooms,
texts, and instant messaging;

The use of cameras or camera phones to take embarrassing photographs of students or school
employees and distributing them to others or posting them online;

● Sending abusive or threatening text messages or instant messages; and
● Using websites to circulate gossip and rumors to other students.

Disciplinary action after the first incident of bullying may include but is not limited to the
following:

● Loss of a privilege 
● Reassignment of seats in the classroom, cafeteria, or school bus 
● Reassignment of classes 
● Detention 
● In-school suspension 
● Out-of-school suspension (through appropriate due process hearing) 
● Expulsion (through appropriate due process hearing) 



Assignment to an alternative school (through appropriate due process hearing)
[Students in grades six through twelve found to have committed the offense of bullying for the
third time in a school year shall at a minimum be assigned to an alternative school through
appropriate due process by disciplinary hearing officers, panels, or tribunals (O.C.G.A. §
20-2-751.4).]
______________________________________________________________________














































